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FROM OUR EXPERTS

Working Together to Beat Endometrial Cancer
It seems appropriate that Paul Goodfellow, PhD,
and David Cohn, MD, will work together
to lead the new, statewide clinical cancer
initiative aimed at improving the outcome
for endometrial cancer.

Dr. Cohn and Dr. Goodfellow
(Left to Right)

Working together to beat cancer is nothing
new for this determined duo, whose initial
collaboration dates back to 1998 and the
first day of Dr. Cohn’s fellowship in Dr.
Goodfellow’s lab at Washington University
in St. Louis.

“Paul said, ‘we’re going on a field trip,’” said Dr. Cohn, now the director of gynecologic
oncology at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center – Arthur G. James
Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute (OSUCCC – James).
This field trip (which also included a geneticist) was to meet with a family that had a history
of what appeared to be a genetic syndrome that was causing multiple cases of colon and
endometrial cancer.
“Sure enough, it was Lynch syndrome,” said Dr. Goodfellow, a geneticist now with the
OSUCCC – James Molecular Biology and Cancer Genetics Program.
As their careers progressed, with Dr. Goodfellow running a lab and Dr. Cohn in the
clinic, the two kept in touch. They worked together on a Specialized Program of Research
Excellence (SPORE) grant from the National Cancer Institute that Dr. Goodfellow received
in 2009.

continued on page 2

FOCUSED

Hello! What did you think of our first issue
of RAISE? Did you learn something new,
find ways to support our mission and raise
awareness? I’d love to hear your thoughts. Please
send them via our website Contact Us page.
We’ve been busy working with 15 amazing
students to form our Jr. Board and plan their
first event. Our Jr. Board is an all-volunteer
board made up of the exact demographic we
are determined to protect from cancer. It’s
been an eye-opening experience for us all.
In this issue you will find more information to
use and share.
To start, two of our doctors from OSUCCC James discuss another female cancer that can be
diagnosed early in From Our Experts.
On page 3 you’ll get to read our Spotlight.
Without this person, and the facility, my
vision for RAR would not have been fulfilled.
Speaking of RAR, the funds raised go toward
changing the statistics. You’ll be floored by the
powerful statistics in Know the Facts.
And finally, I suggest you grab a tissue for
Your Donations at Work.
Thank you for being part of our mission; You
Rock! I hope you’ll plan to participate in our
upcoming events, see Things to Plan On.
Until next time, Be Aware and Share!

Be sure to connect with us so you don’t miss out!

SUBSCRIBE!
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FROM OUR EXPERTS continued from page 1
“I had such a strong belief in David and this was an opportunity to
add value to the SPORE,” Dr. Goodfellow said of why he invited
Dr. Cohn and the OSUCCC – James to join the study that was
focused on improving the detection and treatment of endometrial
cancer, a cancer of the lining of the uterus that is the most
common gynecological cancer.
When there was an opportunity at the OSUCCC – James in 2012,
Dr. Cohn vouched for the importance of Dr. Goodfellow’s research,
leading to his recruitment.
Together, they will lead The Ohio Prevention and Treatment of
Endometrial Cancer (OPTEC) project and continue their work to
help patients with Lynch syndrome and endometrial cancer. The
study is funded with $1 million from Pelotonia and aims to recruit
up to 700 Ohio women with endometrial cancer from at least 25
partner hospitals in Ohio.
These women will be screened for Lynch syndrome and other
inherited genetic mutations that are linked to an increased risk
for endometrial, colon, stomach and ovarian cancer. Learning if
a woman has Lynch syndrome will lead to similar tests for family
members and regular screenings for those that have this inherited
mutation. This knowledge and the screenings will prevent colon
cancer, catch endometrial cancer in the very early stages and save
a lot of lives.
Endometrial cancer is one of the few types of cancer in which the
number of cases and the mortality rate are on the rise, Dr. Cohn said,
adding a national increase in the obesity rate is the primary reason.
More than 61,000 women are diagnosed with endometrial cancer
annually in the United States, with more than 17 percent of patients
dying of the disease. About 5 percent of all women with endometrial
cancer have inherited Lynch syndrome, and each of their children has

KNOW
THE
FACTS

a 50 percent chance of inheriting the mutation. The lifetime risk for
endometrial cancer in a woman with Lynch syndrome is 50 percent,
which is 10 times higher than a woman without Lynch syndrome.
Dr. Goodfellow and Dr. Cohn are determined to improve the
treatment options and outcomes for cancer patients. It’s why they do
what they do, and they believe OPTEC is a big step in this direction.
“I’ve learned over the years to manage my expectations,” Dr.
Goodfellow said. “Most things don’t work out and the advances are
incremental. But, I’ve had enough successes to keep me hungry and
if we can see this through and make this happen, the outcome will be
really good.”
Dr. Goodfellow said the Ohio Colorectal Cancer Prevention
Initiative and OPTEC could become the models for regional or even
national testing programs that will screen thousands more cancer
patients for Lynch syndrome. Dr. Cohn believes OPTEC will help
the women he treats at the OSUCCC – James.
“One of the hardest things for me is to see a patient with ovarian or
endometrial cancer, review their family history and see clearly (before
genetic testing) that Lynch syndrome is there,” he said.
Knowing this would have meant more screenings, earlier detection
and better outcomes.
“I look at it as a missed opportunity,” Dr. Cohn said. “And if we can
use OPTEC to identify these patients early on, that’s really powerful.”
This article contains excerpts. You can read Working Together to Beat
Endometrial Cancer in its entirety by clicking here.

More than 200 million doses of HPV vaccines have been distributed worldwide, with more
than 80 million doses in the US. While the safety of these vaccines are continually monitored
in 80 countries, no safety concerns have been identified. All vaccines have side effects, but reactions
caused by HPV vaccines have been mostly mild and similar to those from other vaccines.
Reference: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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TCCWICKERTREE
SPOTLIGHT
PABLO
RUSSO
TENNIS, GENERAL MANAGER
Wickertree Tennis has hosted Raise A Racket for 5 years, how did Wickertree first become involved with The
Crawford Crew?
When Diane first returned to playing tennis after her Cervical Cancer surgery I was her pro. We always got along
great so when I became the General Manager at Wickertree hosting Raise A Racket (RAR) just felt like the right
thing to do.
Tell us about what you specifically do to support TCC efforts?
We offer our facility, help set-up for the event, organize all the drills for the players and all our pros volunteer
their time.
How do the Wickertree Pros see their role or involvement in Raise A Racket?
I believe most of the pros are personally attached to RAR since Diane plays at Wickertree. It is very rewarding for all of us to see the event grow
every year and being able to help raise money that supports cancer prevention and research.
Surely there are many organizations that utilize tennis as a part of their fundraising and outreach efforts. How is TCC and RAR
different than other volunteer or charitable organizations you have worked with?
I was personally involved with TCC and RAR since the beginning so I feel like I am a part of growth and success. RAR is a laid back event
with a great purpose. Amazing people participate, a lot of fun happens in just five short hours and a good amount of money is raised for an
important cause. I couldn’t think of a better organization to be involved with.
How can someone help support TCC?
People can always support financially, spreading the word about TCC events, volunteer at events, inviting someone new to TCC events,
wearing TCC & RAR merchandise, etc. If you really want to be a part of something bigger than yourself, then challenge yourself and become a
part of TCC and RAR!
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WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH TCC
Your Donations at Work

In May The Crawford
Crew Foundation was given
the opportunity to assist
Hope Hollow in providing
support to a young women
with ovarian cancer.
She was a senior in high school when she was diagnosed. The
following is an excerpt from a letter to Hope Hollow written by the
young woman’s great aunt.
“She could never catch a break, it was surgery, chemo treatments,
a couple of months of feeling good, but then it would come back.
More surgeries, radiation and chemo were needed. Her cancer
came back in the winter of 2017. During all this we were given gas
cards. They were a great gift because we live 65 miles away from
The James Cancer Hospital. That little bit of help was a relief.
There for a while it was 5 days a week every three weeks.

On May 11 we were given the opportunity to go to the National
Cancer Institute in Washington DC to try to get into a clinical
trial. That very same morning I received a call from Hope Hollow
with the news that they had taken care of our hotel arrangements
and had $100 in gas cards, and another $50 in food cards, for us.
The package was being overnighted to us.
WOW, my dear niece was truly given hope. I was going to get her
to DC anyway I could, but this generosity was amazing. Sadly, it
was not enough for her, she passed away June 13, 2017 at the age
of 21. There aren’t enough words of gratitude I can say about the
love and care we received from Hope Hollow. This blessing will
follow me the rest of my life.”

It’s our donors that enable The Crawford Crew Foundation
to support patients and families through partnerships with
organizations such as Hope Hollow. It was our honor and privilege
to contribute $2,000 to the care package which ultimately provided
hope in a time of need.

RAISE YOUR VOICE

Sponsor. Volunteer. Donate.

Contact di@thecrawfordcrew.org

Donate and make a difference
where you feel most passionate!

Benefiting:

OUTREACH/EDUCATION

Save
The Date

RESEARCH

SUBSCRIBE!

January 20, 2018

Visit www.thecrawfordcrew.org

OUR GOAL IS TO RAISE MONEY AND POUR IT INTO, EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PROGRAMS FOR CERVICAL CANCER, AND OTHER GYNECOLOGICAL CANCERS.

The Crawford Crew Foundation Board of Directors
Diane Crawford, Founder and Cervical Cancer Survivor
Andy Crawford, Co-Founder, Fahlgren Mortine
David E. Cohn, MD, The Ohio State University
Joel Gerber, Adheris Health
Bobbie O’Keefe, Carlile, Patchen, and Murphy LLP

Melissa Rizek, Esq., PHR, Board Secretary, Morgan Stanley
Elizabeth Whitaker, MD, Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine
Ann Wurst, MD, Professionals for Women’s Health
Brian Yaussy, Board Treasurer, DHL
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